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MASON COUNTY, KY — All trails 
lead somewhere, though what becomes 
of the journey is up to the traveler.

In Mason County, Kentucky, visitors 
can follow a one-of-a-kind trail that 
stitches together communities with the 
unique language of quilt squares.

The first quilt trail in West Virginia 
began in Mason County in 2001. Cur-
rently, there are 30 quilt squares on 
area barns spread across multiple driv-
ing trails.

Denny Bellamy, director of the 
Mason County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, credits local quilters Mollie 
Yauger and Jane Coles with helping 
jump start the project, along with help 
from Dwight Jeffrey and other local 
volunteers, including students from 
the Mason County Career Center who 
helped cut the wooden squares. He 
said the trail evolved over a period of 
time with the most recent quilt square 
dedicated a few of years ago. He added, 
grants were received to complete the 
trail without any cost to the taxpayer. 
Quilt squares cost around $300, each.

“The 30 we built didn’t cost the 
owners a dime,” Bellamy said. “We 
bought the material, we bought the 
paint and went to the carpentry class 
at the career center who built all the 
quilt squares…then those went to Mol-
lie Yauger’s farm, Dwight (Jeffery) 
sketched the design and Mollie and 
Jane’s quilt club members would paint 
them.”

Bellamy added, local high school stu-

dents would put up the squares as part 
of their community service fulfillment 
for graduation.

“The process of building it (the trail) 
was over a period of years,” Bellamy 
said. “It takes time and you’ve got all 
these people working on it. It (the 
trail) was all done with volunteers and 
then we taught everyone else how to 
do it in the state.”

As the trail grew so has the interest. 
Bellamy is in the process of completing 
a new guide to the trail, complete with 
histories of the quilt squares and GPS 
coordinates. Though the trail has been 
there for awhile, the way to find it is 
evolving.

“We’ve got to promote this,” he said. 
“Its gone from people following maps 
to following phones.”

He said, when those residents agreed 
to place the quilt squares on their 
barns or homes as part of the official 
trail, they signed a waiver allowing 
people to visit the property. He added, 
this is a unique opportunity for those 
people to visit 30 farms in the county.

The first barn to participate belongs 
to Yauger and her husband Raymond 
and has a Maple Leaf design, located 
12 miles south of Point Pleasant on 
U.S. 35. A square representing a log 
cabin rests at the West Virginia State 
Farm Museum. A pineapple quilt 
square greets visitors to the Mason 
County Tourism Center with the pine-
apple being a traditional symbol of hos-
pitality. This underscores how the quilt 
square visually represents concepts and 
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PORTSMOUTH — 
Dunn Whitetail Deer 
Farm’s True Lure No 
Kill Deer Hunt held 
its 2017 banquet in 
December at Gatti’s 
Pizza in Portsmouth 
where the participants 
were presented with 
mounted heads to com-
memorate their hunt-
ing experience.

The No Kill Hunt 
celebrated another 
successful season of 
providing disabled vet-
erans and children the 
opportunity to experi-
ence a realistic hunt, 
without causing any 
harm to the animal. 
What would normally 
be a routine procedure 
of providing the animal 
with annual vaccina-
tions and tending to 
their antlers, has been 
adapted and utilized to 
give a special experi-
ence to those who are 
unable to hunt under 
regular circumstances.

By using a dart gun, 
and then presenting 
a mounted deer head 
to the individual at 
the end of the season, 
Dunn is able to give 
that experience to 
someone and allow 
them to be a part of a 
tradition that lies in 
the heart of Appala-
chia.

“I think it’s amazing. 
I think this is great for 
the kids and great for 
the area and it’s a great 
turnout. Very impres-
sive,” Dr. Taylor Bab-
cock said.

The capes presented 
to the hunters, along 
with the trimmed ant-
lers of their deer, are 
donated by Dave Euton 
of Euton Deer Process-
ing in McDermott.

“I process the deer, 
and the capes that the 
customers don’t want, 
if they are really nice 
ones and taken well 

care of, then I cape 
them out and we take 
them to the taxidermy 
shop and then I am 
able to donate them to 
him (Dunn) so the kids 
can see what they got,” 
Euton said.

“I think the hunt is a 
great idea, I’ve enjoyed 
being a part of it so far, 
this is my second year 
of contributing.”

Isaiah DeLotell, 14, 
is a hunter who partici-
pated in the hunt for 
the first time this year.

“It was really fun,” 
DeLotell said. “It was 
a great experience and 
I want to do it again 
next year.”

Isaiah’s dad, Steve, 
also had good things 
to say about the hunt. 
“They do quite a bit 
for the kids. I’m sur-
prised they are able to 
teach them as much as 
they do in just a short 
period of time. Isaiah 
enjoys the outdoors 
and he really enjoyed 
doing it.”

Bill Robinson, who 
found out about the 
True Lure No Kill Hunt 
through a family mem-
ber that participates, 
has decided to donate a 
buck to Dunn’s farm.

“I found out he has 
had a couple of deer 
poached in the last cou-
ple years, so I decided 
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Brooklynn 
Kazee wins 
conservation 
poster contest

Following the trail
Mason County Quilt Trail connects generations, 
communities

No Kill Deer 
Hunt celebrates 
2017 season

Submitted by Kate 
Sowards 

Portsmouth West Middle 
School student Brooklynn 
Kazee has won first place 
in the annual Fifth Grade 
Poster Contest. For more 
than 20 years, the Scioto 
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District has held the 
contest open to all county 
fifth graders.

This year the tradition 
continued with the topic 
“Watersheds – Our Water, 
Our Home.” The topic 
and accompanying pre-
sentation by Conservation 
District Educator Kate 
Sowards touched upon 
where water comes from, 
how it travels over the 
earth, and impacts that can 
cause pollution.

All area schools were 
invited to participate and 
submissions were made by 
Bloom Vernon Elementary, 
Clay Elementary, Green 
Elementary, Sciotoville 
Community School, and 
Portsmouth West Middle 
School. The posters were 
reviewed and judged by 
the Conservation District’s 
Board of Supervisors in 
November and four win-
ners were chosen. Eligible 
posters were judged for 
their artistic expression, 
topic content, and overall 
message.

The fourth place poster 
was submitted by Nikolai 
Lagandaon, a student at 
Clay Elementary. The third 
place poster was submit-
ted by Sophie Mershon 
of Bloom Vernon Elemen-
tary. The second and first 
place winners were both 
students of Portsmouth 
West Middle School. Sec-
ond place was awarded to 
Jadyn Hedge in addition 
to Brooklynn Kazee’s first 
place.

The winning students 
were awarded a ribbon and 
a small cash prize provided 
by Farm Credit Services 
of Mid-America. Brooklyn 
Kazee’s first place poster 
will be 

submitted photo 
Isaiah and Steve Delotell.

mason County CVB | Courtesy 
The Crown of Thorns quilt square, located at 13580 Cornstalk Road, Southside, home of Sherry Goodall.
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Country cook’s 
favorite cupboard
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By Debbie Bullington
For Rural life Today

MEIGS COUNTY — Thirty-six 
years ago, I couldn’t boil water with-
out scorching it. Thank goodness my 
husband did all the cooking and did it 
very well! We would have starved or 
only eaten fish sticks and macaroni and 
cheese if it were up to me. Occasionally 
I’d make a batch of lasagna or my mom’s 
favorite chicken recipe. But I always did 
all of the baking. (I have a soft spot for 
sweets!)

Then came the arrival of the Cooking 
Channel, The Food Network, Cook’s 
Country, The Chef & the Farmer and 
Chopped on TV. They opened up a new 
world for me. Those chefs made cook-
ing a recipe look like a piece of cake 
(my favorite). So I began experimenting 
with different herbs and spices and kept 
on experimenting until I actually turned 
into a pretty good cook. It doesn’t hurt 
to have a couple of reliable cookbooks 
available, too! I prefer Better Homes 
and Garden’s and Betty Crocker Cook-
books. These are good old standard rec-
ipes that use mostly the ingredients you 
already have in your own pantry. So, I’m 
sharing my secret weapons with you to 
become a better cook for yourself.

We rarely ever eat out anymore. The 
food that is served in restaurants these 

days, just doesn’t taste as satisfying or 
nutritious as it used to and it is getting 
very expensive to let someone else do 
the cooking for you. The availability and 
demand for fresh Organic meat and pro-
duce has made eating wholesome food 
(at home) more affordable and when 
more people buy it and cook with it, the 
price goes down even more. Lucky for 
us, we raise 80 percent of our own meat 
(Chicken, Pork and Beef) and 50 per-
cent of all our own vegetables.

My Herb and Spice Cupboard was 
purchased at an auction for $12 and 
was originally made to store shoes in. I 
cleaned it, painted it and re-purposed it 
into what it is today, my Herb and Spice 
Cupboard. It contains 16 large, glass 
jars with tight fitting lids.

The contents come by mail-order 
from Frontier Natural Foods Coopera-
tive in Norway, Iowa. They arrive in one 
pound Mylar bags (enough to fill one jar 
completely) and any excess goes into 
the freezer until I need to refill the jars.

The Fed Ex guy hates to drop off my 
orders because he says it makes his 
truck smell nice all day. How sweet.

In my cabinet, full of personal favor-
ites there are:

Bak Un’s - Made with Organic Soy 
Flour, Organic Sunflower Oil, Salt, 

By Gary Brock
gbrock@aimmediamidwest.com 

XENIA — In answer to the question 
left hanging in my January column — 
obviously I am still here. At least for 
now.

Last month, December actually, 
I resigned from AIM Media. I was 
general manager and editor at The 
Madison Press, as well as your Rural 
Life Today editor. After I gave notice 
that I was retiring, the company asked 
me to stay on for the next few months 
to help train the reporter I hired part-
time in November, Amanda Rockhold.

I agreed, so I will remain on — 
probably through June.

The 2018 forecasts and markets
In January I attended the first of the 

2018 Ag Forecast meetings sponsored 
by The Ohio State University. At the 
meeting were who I consider “the 
big three” in Ohio agriculture: Dr. 
Ian Sheldon of Ohio State Extension, 
Ohio State grain expert Barry Ward 
and former Ohio State professor of 
agriculture economics Matt Roberts. 
All three speaking at the Circleville 
meeting.

That alone was a big draw, with 
nearly a hundred central Ohio farmers 
in attendance, as well as representa-
tives of Pickaway County Extension, 
the Ohio Farm Bureau and others.

Once again, there was plenty of talk 
about the 2018 Farm Bill, grain prices, 
land rental prices and of course — 
China.

In fact, China was clearly front and 
center among the economic points 
made by the speakers and farmers in 
the audience.

It was pointed out that China was 
the number one importer of U.S. agri-
culture products, followed by Canada 
and Mexico. And as goes Chinese pur-
chases, so too goes the health of Ohio 
and American farmers.

One point made by agriculture 
economist Roberts that I agree with 
is that the Chinese are savvy when 

it comes to opportune 
grain contracts. Roberts 
believes that China will 
buy less American (and 
Ohio primarily) soy-
beans in 2018 with stiff 
competition from East-
ern Europe and South 
America.

For now, he thinks the 
Chinese will buy more 
from these countries 
and less than in the past 
from us. Maybe.

He also pointed out 
that this should turn around by this 
summer and the U.S. will start see-
ing more soybean contracts from the 
People’s Republic.

But unlike Roberts, I think this turn-
around will result in actually boosting 
our soybean sales over the more than 
1.2 billion bushels to China, estimated 
over each of the last two years.

But two years ago I traveled to 
China to see for myself how the 
Chinese used American and Ohio 
soybeans - mostly in their production 
of fish meal for their billions of fish 
raised in aquaculture facilities near 
Shanghai.

One comment that stuck with me 
was from one of the facility’s manag-
ers, who talked about the constant 
need for a supply of millions of bush-
els of soybeans to feed the hungry fish 
that feeds China. He said that while 
South American soybeans can be 
bought cheaper, it is the quality of the 
American-grown soybeans that they 
prefer.

They seek it out. And I suspect that 
will continue unless trade negotiations 
get to the point of tariffs and worse, 
an embargo. I don’t think those things 
are going to happen, so I am optimis-
tic about 2018 being a great year for 
soybean growers.

Corn, profits and what will be planted
It looks as though 2018 will see an 

What will farmers 
face in 2018?

Gary 
Brock
Rural life 
Today editor

LONDON — Amanda 
Rockhold has joined 
Rural Life Today as a staff 
writer.

Rockhold began writ-
ing for Rural Life Today 
in December, 2017 and 
covers various agriculture 
industry events through-
out Ohio.

“I am very pleased to 
have Amanda join Rural Life Today. 
She has proven to be an accomplished 
and enthusiastic writer. I think people 
will enjoy her coverage and meeting 
her as she covers agriculture meetings 
and conference across our state in the 
coming months,” said Rural Life Editor 
Gary Brock.

She replaces Michael Williamson, who 
has moved to The Madison Press as a 
full-time staff writer. Amanda will also 
be based at the Madison Press office in 
London.

Her journalistic experience stems 
from her BA in Communication Arts 
degree, studying journalism, theater and 
public relations. Previously, she worked 
professionally as a marketing manager, 
coordinating events and developing 
community relations. She serves on 
the producers board of her community 
theatre and is always looking for a good 
story to write. She can be reached at 
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com if 
you have a story idea for her. Her Twit-
ter handle: @RockholdAmanda

Rockhold joins Rural 
Life Today staff

Amanda 
Rockhold

See COOK’S | 5

If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to gbrock@aimmediamidwest.com

www.somervillenationalbank.com

Somerville 
National Bank

Full Service 
Banking

Seven Locations 
To Serve You

1131 N Barron, Eaton, Ohio
937-456-6939

5200 College Corner Pike
513-523-4310

3275 E. Main St., Richmond Ind.
1-888-654-5363

75 N. Brookwood, Hamilton, OH
513-892-3700

48 N. Main Camden, Ohio
937-452-3500

197 S. Main St., Somerville, OH  
513-726-6471

600 S. Barron, Eaton 937-456-5588

 1890 Hay Mower

Pictured is a 5’ hay 
mower that was 
manufactured by
 Massey Harris. 

The fi ve-foot length 
was standard

until the 
seven-foot mowers 

were introduced 
with the advent of 

the tractor.
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We have all your Limestone & Gravel Needs!

FREE Estimates

 ●  General Contractor 
 Dozer

 ●  T/Hoe
 ●  Trucking

5885 St Rt 218 • Gallipolis • 740-256-6456

CROWN EXCAVATINGAND
STONE YARD

We have all your Limestone & Gravel Needs!

FREE Estimates

5885 St Rt 218 • Gallipolis • 740-256-6456

• General Contract
• Dozer
• T/Hoe
• Trucking

OH-70025632 OH-70025634

Sherry K. Queen DVM • Brian K. Hendrickson DVM
1520 State Rte 160 • Gallipolis, OH 45631 • (740) 446-9752

Contributed photo 
Participants in a pasture field walk at a previous Grazing School take in the operations and land 
management at a Pike County farm.

By Deborah Daniels
For Rural life Today

WAVERLY — Area livestock produc-
ers looking for new ideas in livestock 
management will discover a number of 
educational opportunities at the upcom-
ing District Grazing School in Waverly. 
Sponsored by the Pike Soil and Water 
Conservation District (PSWCD) and 
the Ohio Forage and Grassland Coun-
cil, the school focuses on livestock graz-
ing and grazing management.

The three-day event begins with 
indoor classes from 6 to 9 p.m. Tues-
day, March 6 and Thursday, March 8 at 
Grace United Methodist Church, 104 S. 
High St., Waverly, and the field exercise 
from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, March 
10. Participants will spend the morning 
on a working livestock farm. Cost of 
the course is $30.

According to Kevin Yost, senior 
district technician for the PSWCD and 
local liaison for the event, multiple 
agencies are involved in presenting the 
school. The focus of events such as this 
is “to educate and inform on current 
issues that might help operations and 
best management practices,” Yost said.

Cody Hacker, program specialist for 
the Ohio Department of Agriculture, 
said grazing schools are a team effort. 
The Ohio Department of Agriculture, 
Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS), Ohio State Extension, 
Ohio Forage and Grassland Council and 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
(SWCD) all have a role in making graz-
ing schools possible.

Grazing schools are designed to fit 
the needs of the area where they will 
be hosted. “The local Soil and Water 
Conservation District provides input 

as to what grazers in the area are ask-
ing about or working with, and we do 
our best to present on those topics,” 
Hacker said.

Yost explained that the district works 
with livestock operations in managing 
the natural resources on these farms to 
ensure that livestock production and 
environmental conservation go hand-
in-hand.

“The soil, water, air, plants and 
animals can and should be considered 
together, as well as the human aspect 
to ensure that the land remains produc-
tive and the natural resources are not 
degraded,” Yost said.

The field exercise for the upcoming 
Grazing School will take place at the 
Chuck and Jenny Elliott farm on Wil-
son Run Road in Waverly.

“The Elliotts are young farmers and 
have an interesting farm. We don’t 
always get to work with young opera-
tors, so this will be good for people to 
see,” Yost said. He also said the field 
exercise is a good way for the commu-
nity to connect with what is going on at 
a local farm.

The $30 fee for the school cov-
ers course materials which include a 
Pastures for Profit 3-ring notebook 
and a Pasture Stick. Reservations are 
required. For more information, contact 
Yost at the Pike SWCD (740) 947-5353.

Other opportunities to attend grazing 
schools/workshops this spring include: 
Pickaway/Fairfield, Belmont, Hocking/
Vinton, Morrow and Washington coun-
ties. If you’re interested in attending or 
would like more information on grazing 
schools/workshops across the state, 
contact Hacker at cody.hacker@agri.
ohio.gov or (614) 809-1009. acceleration of the shift from corn to 

soybeans.
Roberts predicted that soybean acres 

will exceed corn acres by about 95 mil-
lion acres for soybeans to 85 million 
acres for corn - a turnaround from just 
a few years ago.

Roberts also pointed out that mak-
ing money with corn is going to be 
tough the next few years. Supply or 
“overhang” remains high compared to 
demand - there is hope.

He identified that ethanol produc-
tion continues to rise. The Marion 
ethanol plant recently announced it is 
doubling its size and a new plant in 
Greenfield just opened.

And once again China is part of the 

discussion. Roberts pointed out that 
China is considering efforts to improve 
its air quality, and to do so it must 
lower its auto emissions - something 
we in the United Stated started work-
ing on years ago. And what is needed 
to help drop these emissions in a coun-
try where the auto industry is boom-
ing?

You guessed it - ethanol. And while 
Roberts predicted that China will likely 
produce its own ethanol, it will need 
corn and lots of it to produce this etha-
nol - far more corn than it can grow 
itself and a lot more than it is import-
ing now.

So it is possible that corn exports 
to China may go the way of soybean 
exports there. That’s great news for 
the American corn grower.

We can only wait and see what hap-
pens with this possibility. I suspect it 
will be sooner than later.

March to usher in 
District Grazing School

submitted photo 
Winner Brooklynn Kazee and her poster.

forwarded onto the 
state poster contest 
at the Ohio Fed-
eration of Soil and 
Water Conservation 
District’s Summer 
Supervisor Meeting 
in July 2018. This 
local contest is part 
of a larger nationwide 

poster competition 
held by the National 
Association of Con-
servation Districts.

Reach Kate 
Sowards, Conser-
vation Education 
Coordinator Scioto 
Soil & Water Conser-
vation District,  740-
259-9231,12167A 
State Route 104                                                       
Lucasville, Ohio 
45648, www.scioto-
swcd.org, www.face-
book.com/sciotoswcd

From page 2

Brock

to give him one of mine so he can con-
tinue to do this with these handicapped 
kids. I think it’s probably the most 
awesome thing I’ve ever seen, as a deer 
hunter and a farmer myself, it’s really 
cool to see because no one else does it,” 
Robinson said.

“I’m surprised that no one else has 
come up with this idea yet. I just wish 
other deer farmers would come in and 
at the least donate a deer for the cause, 
so he can continue to do this for the 
handicapped kids and the veterans. 
They have kids and veterans from all 

across the state wanting to come and 
participate in this, but he just doesn’t 
have enough deer for that right now.”

According to Todd Dunn of True 
Lure No Kill Deer Hunt, Paul Duck-
worth has been a major contributor to 
the hunt. “I helped him get started and 
I’m still sponsoring him,” Duckworth 
said.

“A lot of this is because of him,” 
Dunn said.

“Being able to be a part of this, it just 
doesn’t get any better than this. This is 
why I do this, some of these kids don’t 
know how much longer they’ll be there, 
and the same for the vets. We’re able to 
give them a hunt and they don’t have to 
kill the deer,” Dunn said.

Reach Ivy Potter at (740) 353-3101 extension 1932.

Delotell and the No Kill Hunt sponsor banner.

True Lure No Kill hunters and their deer heads.                                                                  submitted photos

From page 1

No Kill

From page 1

Wins
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Southern WV Bull Test
36th Annual Sale
March 24, 2018

11:00AM • Henderson, WV
7312 Kanawha Valley Rd - 35 Miles south of Pt. Pleasant on SR’817

“Harness the Power of Performance”

• Selling 55 bulls •
Plus 45 fancy open yearling heifers 

Kevin Shaffer
Offi ce: (304) 293 - 2669 • Cell: (304) 669-1598 • Kevin.Shaffer@mail.wvu.edu

www.southernbullwvtest.com
EXTENSION SERVICE

Natural Flavorings and Organic Caramel 
Color. Resembles Bacon Bits and is 
used however you would use real bacon 
bits. Since Bak Un’s don’t contain any 
real meat products, they’re an excellent 
flavoring for vegetarians. Excellent as 
a garnish, or mixed with steamed veg-
etables.

Beef Broth Powder (Meatless) – Corn 
Syrup Solids, Dehydrated Onions, Salt, 
Autolyzed Yeast Extract, Dehydrated 
Garlic, Celery Seed. Use this just like 
Bouillon Cubes. Great in soups and 
sauces and as a warming beverage.

Celery Seeds – (Apium graveolens) 
– When fresh Celery isn’t always avail-
able, these whole seeds work great as 
a substitution. Try them in coleslaw, 
soups, relishes, sauerkraut, stuffing, 
salad dressings, breads, vegetable dishes 
and eggs.

Chicken Broth Powder (Meatless) – A 
blend of Corn Syrup Solids, Dehydrated 
Onions, Salt, Autolyzed Yeast Extract, 
Dehydrated Garlic, Celery Seed. Use 
this just like Bouillon Cubes. Great in 
soups and sauces and as a warming bev-
erage.

Chili Powder – A blend made with all 
Organic Cumin, Oregano, Coriander, 
Garlic, Rice Concentrate, Allspice, and 
Cloves. Excellent in chili, eggs dishes, 
cornbread, and any Mexican recipe.

Chives – (Allium schoenoprasum) – 
they grow like onions but have hollow 
tubed stems. Gypsies hang them from 
their ceilings and bedposts to ward off 
evil spirits and often use them in For-
tune-telling. Use Chives in soup, salad, 
dips,casseroles, eggs, fish dishes and 
salad dressings.

Cinnamon – (Cinnamomum cassia) 
– Ground from the sun-dried bark of 
Evergreen Trees belonging to the Cin-
namomum Family. Cinnamon is used to 
flavor beverages, meats, pickles, and all 
kinds of baked goods and desserts.

Cumin – (Cuminum cyminum) – 

Cumin is a member of the Parsley family 
and is used in dishes that contain beans, 
eggs, dairy or curries. Also good in rice 
and soup recipes. It is the main ingredi-
ent in Chili Powder.

Dill Weed – (Anethum graveolens) – 
Linked mainly to making pickles, this 
dried leaf is used in salads, fish dishes, 
dressings and with vegetables.

Garlic Granulated – (Allium sativum) 
– A member of the Onion family, Garlic 
is one of the earliest cultivated plants 
known to mankind. It can season any 
dish except for sweet ones. One tea-
spoon of granulated Garlic is equivalent 
to one whole clove of fresh Garlic.

Hickory Salt – A blend of Sea Salt and 
Liquid Smoke. Gives everything a salty, 
BBQ taste.

Onion Flakes – (Allium cepa) – Along 
with Garlic, Onions are also one of the 
earliest cultivated plants and can be 
used in any dish except for sweet ones.

Oregano – (Origanum vulgare) – 
When soldiers returning from WWII 
wanted “Pizza Sauce” the sales of 
Oregano skyrocketed. Good in Italian 
dishes, omelets, gravy, beef, stews and 
lamb recipes also.

Parsley Leaf Flakes – (Petroselinum 
crispum) – One teaspoon of dried 

Parsley Leaf flakes is equal to one Table-
spoon of fresh. Excellent in dips, salad, 
stuffing, sauces, any spice blend and 
butter spreads.

Pepper, Course Ground Black – (Piper 
nigrum) – A climbing vine that thrives 
in Indonesia. The United States con-
sumes more Pepper than any other 
nation on Earth. In Medieval times Pep-
per was used as a type of currency. Can 
be used in everything, except sweets.

Spearmint – (Mentha spicata) – 
Persephone turned Pluto’s love for the 
Nymph named Menthe into the plant 
we now know as Mint. (Or so they 
say.) Spearmint has wonderful calming 
effects and is often used in tea, along 
with Chamomile.

Cinnamon/Sugar – A combination of 
Cinnamon and Pure Cane Sugar. ¼ Cup 
Cinnamon to 1 Cup Sugar is the mix 
we like. You can add more Cinnamon or 
Sugar to suit your taste. Then put it in a 
nice shaker style container and enjoy on 
your morning toast or a sprinkle on the 
top of baked goods.

The small glass jars on the bottom 
shelf hold the pre-packaged herbs and 
spices that I use so infrequently that I 
don’t purchase them by the pound any-
more. It would take me years to use that 
much of each of them and the quality 
would decrease so much, they wouldn’t 
be fit to consume.

They are:
Bay Leaves – (Laurus nobilis) – Lau-

rus means “praise” and considered a 
symbol of victory. It has a spicy scent. 
Used as whole leaves to flavor soups and 
stocks. Remove the leaves before serv-
ing any dish made with them as they are 
sharp and can cut your tongue or throat 
if swallowed.

Cloves Ground – (Syzygium aromati-
cum) – The word “clove” comes from 
the French word clou, meaning “nail”. In 
the Spice Islands, parents planted clove 
trees when their children were born to 
keep a record of the child’s age. Ground 
cloves are used in baked goods, good 
with vegetables like squashes and beets. 
They are even used in curry dishes and 
beverages.

Nutmeg – (Myristica fragrans) – This 
spice is used to flavor baked goods, fruit 
pies, dairy and famously pudding and 
egg nog. The oil is use to make soap and 
perfume. Consumption of large quanti-
ties of Nutmeg can be toxic. It is best to 
grate nutmeg seeds as needed to main-
tain freshness.

Pumpkin Pie Spice – A blend of Cin-
namon, Ginger, Cloves & Nutmeg and 
is used of course for flavoring Pumpkin 
Pies, but is also good in all sorts of 
baked goods.

Crushed Red Pepper – Dried Red 
Peppers with the seeds included. Add a 
little spicy heat or a lot of spicy heat to 
any of your savory dishes. (I don’t like 
spicy food, so I stay away from this jar.)

Whole Peppercorns – (Piper nigrum) 
same as above for pepper only these are 
the entire seed (or corn) before they are 
ground.

Sage – (Salvia officinalis) – There are 
over 500 species of sage. This is a highly 
aromatic herb, often used with fats and 
meats such as fish, pork and sausage. It 
is the flavor that gives Grandma’s Stuff-
ing it’s smell at Thanksgiving.

Turmeric – (Curcurma longa) This 
root has a peculiar flavor and is used 
more in foods to add a bright yellow 
color, but is often found in fermented 
foods, like pickles. It is also an ingredi-
ent in curry powders.

These days, I rarely use measuring 
spoons when I’m cooking. I know from 
enough experience what a pinch of this 
looks like and a pinch of that tastes like. 
This selection of herbs and spices in my 
cabinet represent years of trial and error 
and no matter what type of herb or spice 
I’m using in a recipe, I always start with 
a pinch, because you can always add 
more, but you can’t take it away.

Try cooking more at home and every-
one enjoy the meal together, seated 
around a table. We’ve had some of our 
best conversations and solved some of 
our biggest problems by sitting together 
around a dining room table and eating a 
good meal.

My herb and spice cupboard.

From page 2

Cook’s

By Steve Boehme 

As winter sets in, 
bringing wind and ice 
storms, we’ll see lots 
of broken trees. Wind 
and ice loads can snap 
limbs and break trees in 
half. It’s tragic to lose 
a mature tree that you 
depend on for shade, and 
falling limbs can damage 
your property. Often this 
damage is preventable. 
There are two ways to 
minimize dangerous and 
destructive splitting.

Most cases of tree 
splitting are caused by 
a defect called a “bark-
included crotch”. This 
defect occurs when, 
instead of a healthy limb 
attached to the trunk, a 
tree forms a close crotch. 
As the tree grows, bark 
is “included” between 
the limb and trunk. The 
limb and trunk are not 

Winter can be hard on trees: Preventing ice damage
really attached, since the 
bark forms a seam down 
inside the tree. As the 
tree grows and the limb 
gets heavier, this hidden 
weakness becomes more 
dangerous. The tree may 
simply split in half by 
gravity, but usually it’s an 
ice storm or heavy wind 
that finally sends the 
limb crashing down.

The first way to pre-
vent this is careful tree 
selection. Certain trees 
are very prone to weak 
crotches and should 
be avoided. The worst 
offenders are Silver 
Maple and Bradford 
Pear. When buying shade 
trees, try to find varieties 
with good habits. Deal 
with a professional who 

can help you steer clear 
of trees with defects.

We often see defec-
tive trees that began life 
as “volunteers”, simply 
sprouting and growing 
on their own. Volunteer 
trees need to be managed 
carefully and trained, or 
they can become danger-
ous. Pedigree is impor-
tant with plants. The 

weakest softwood species 
tend to be the most eager 
“volunteers”, and they 
may not be desirable in 
your situation. Volunteer 
trees with defects should 
be cut down before they 
get big.

The other way to 
reduce risk is to carefully 
prune young trees, elimi-
nating close crotches. 

The first few years of a 
tree’s life are the most 
important for training; 
quality nurseries rou-
tinely “limb up” young 
trees and correct defects. 
Older trees are harder 
and more expensive to 
fix. Tree surgeons can 
“cable” forked trees or 
bolt crotches together, 

See Boehme | 11
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Providing electricity
to homes, farms and 
businesses for more 

than 75 years. 

Power Outage Reporting Line
800.282.7204 

Buckeye REC, PO Box 200, Rio Grande, OH 
800.231.2732           www.buckeyerec.coop

6
0

6
4

1
7

7
3

O
H

-7
00

27
32

6

60
64

08
32(740)-446-0351

2150 Eastern Ave
Gallipolis, OH 45631

60
64

08
32(740)-446-0351

2150 Eastern Ave
Gallipolis, OH 45631

60
64

08
32(740)-446-0351

2150 Eastern Ave
Gallipolis, OH 45631

meaning to quilters and 
homesteads.

A Star Lily square is on 
the Johnson homestead at 
9343 Ripley Road, Point 
Pleasant. This design was 
reportedly chosen for the 
thousands of lilies that 
once bloomed on their 
property. Then there are 
some quilt squares that 
need no explanation like, 
a Modernized Milky Way 
square which appears at 
the Cottrill dairy farm, at 
10273 Ohio River Road, 
West Columbia; or, the 
Grandmother’s Daisy 
square that is at Bob’s 
Market and Greenhouses 
at 211 Second Street in 
Mason. There’s even a 
Hope of Hartford square 
on the Hartford Com-
munity Center Building 
along W.Va. 62 north in 
Hartford.

The trail includes a 

Delectable Mountains 
square located on the 
USDA Agriculture Ser-
vice Center on First 
Street in Point Pleasant. 
An Indian Arrowheads 
square on the Simon 
Farm at 201 Ohio River 
Road, Point Pleasant. A 
Bicentennial square on 
the Lanier property at 55 
Staffhouse Road, Point 
Pleasant. A God’s Eye 
square is on the Burris 
farm at 5200 Seven Mile 
Ridge, Apple Grove and 
more.

For those who wish 
to find Dreama’s Star, 
Turkey Tracks, Postage 
Stamp, Hunter’s Star, 
Lucky Star, Hole in the 
Barn Door, Mariner’s 
Compass, Star of Beth-
lehem, the county’s Mail 
Pouch barns and more, 
stop by the tourism cen-
ter located at the foot of 
the Bartow Jones Bridge 
for the official map.

   Beth sergent is editor of ohio 
Valley Publishing.

mason County CVB | Courtesy 
The Folded Double Star quilt square, located at 4656 Sandhill Road, Point Pleasant, home of Larry and 
Patty Hudson.

The Grandma Fanny’s quilt square, located at 10472 Ripley Road, 
Point Pleasant, home of Ed Lowe.

submitted photos
The Interwoven Star quilt square, lcoated at 10568 Black Oak Road, Fraziers Bottom, home of Fonda Burris.

From page 1

Trail

By Rebecca Everman
ohio Farm Bureau 

COLUMBUS — Ashley 
Kasler of Athens has been 
named organization direc-
tor for Ohio Farm Bureau. 
She will work with lead-
ers and members of the 
Athens-Meigs, Gallia and 
Lawrence County Farm 
Bureaus as they address 
issues important to mem-
bers and their communi-
ties.

Kasler grew up on a 
crop and livestock farm 
in Highland County. She 
obtained an associate’s 
degree from OSU Agricul-
tural Technical Institute 
and a bachelor’s degree 
from Ohio State Univer-
sity. She received both 
the State and American 
Farmer degrees from FFA. 
Prior to joining Farm 
Bureau, she was employed 
by Heimerl Farms and was 
active with the Athens-
Meigs Farm Bureau as a 
board member.

She and her husband, 
Brent, farm with his fam-
ily and are the parents of 
a young daughter. They 
attend Christ Commu-
nity Wesleyan Church in 
Albany and are members 
of the Ohio Cattlemen’s 
Association and American 
Angus Association.

Ohio Farm Bureau’s mis-
sion is working together 
for Ohio farmers to 
advance agriculture and 
strengthen our 
communities.

Contributed photo 
Ashley Kasler of Athens has 
been named organization 
director for Ohio Farm 
Bureau.

Kasler named
 to post
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Hocking County – Ohio 

Ranked items among the 88 state counties and 3,079 U.S. counties, 2012
  State Universe U.S.  Universe 
Item Quantity Rank 1 Rank 1

MARKET VALUE 
OF AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) 
Total value of agricultural 
products sold 5,303 86 88 2,834 3,077 
Value of crops including 
nursery and greenhouse 4,254 84 88 2,486 3,072 
Value of livestock, poultry, 
and their products 1,049 85 88 2,872 3,076 

VALUE OF SALES BY 
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000) 
Grains, oilseeds, dry beans,
and dry peas (D) 75 88 (D) 2,926
Vegetables, melons, potatoes, 
and sweet potatoes 65 77 88 2,049 2,802
Fruits, tree nuts, and berries (D) (D) 87 (D) 2,724
Nursery, greenhouse, � oriculture,
and sod 537 53 88 1,316 2,678
Cut Christmas trees and short  
rotation woody crops 21 42 78 726 1,530
Other crops and hay 603 72 88 2,299 3,049
Poultry and egg 36 68 88 1,757 3,013
Cattle and calves 595 83 88 2,752 3,056
Milk from cows (D) 84 85 (D) 2,038 
Hogs and pigs (D) 77 87 (D) 2,827
Sheep, goats, wool, mohair, 
and milk 58 72 88 1,808 2,988
Horses, ponies, mules, burros,
and donkeys 224 49 88 1,150 3,011
Other animals and other animal
products 55 54 88 1,391 2,924
 
TOP CROP ITEMS (acres) 
Forage-land used for all hay and 
haylage, grass silage and greenchop 6,031 60 88 2,090 3,057
Soybeans for beans 2,600 74 87 1,452 2,162 
Corn for grain 1,910 78 87 1,730 2,638 
Wheat for grain, all 154 74 87 2,160 2,537 
Winter wheat for grain 154 74 87 2,079 2,480 
Forage-land used for all hay and 
haylage, grass silage, and greenchop 3,650 73 88 2,414 3,057

TOP LIVESTOCK 
INVENTORY ITEMS (number) 
Cattle and calves 2,144 81 88 2,713 3,063 
Layers 1,543 67 88 1,513 3,040 
Horses and ponies 555 69 88 1,930 3,072 
Broilers & other meat-type chickens 466 43 88 1,260 2,723 
Goats, all 441 57 88 1,374 2,996 
 

Other County Highlights, 2012 
Economic Characteristics Quantity 
Farms by value of sales:
Less than $1,000 .................................................................................................................................. 125
$1,000 to $2,499 .....................................................................................................................................72
$2,500 to $4,999 .....................................................................................................................................55
5,000 to $9,999 ........................................................................................................................................31
$10,000 to $19,999.................................................................................................................................39
$20,000 to $24,999................................................................................................................................... 6
$25,000 to $39,999.................................................................................................................................16
$40,000 to $49,999................................................................................................................................... 5
$50,000 to $99,999................................................................................................................................... 8
$100,000 to $249,999 .............................................................................................................................. 6
$250,000 to $499,999 .............................................................................................................................. 2
$500,000 or more ..................................................................................................................................... 2

Total farm production expenses ($1,000) ................................................................................6,612
Average per farm ($) ..................................................................................................................... 18,016
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) ............................................................................ -646
Average per farm ($) ...................................................................................................................... -1,760

Operator Characteristics Quantity 
Principal operators by primary occupation:
Farming ................................................................................................................................................... 150
Other ........................................................................................................................................................ 217
Principal operators by sex:
Male .......................................................................................................................................................... 307
Female ........................................................................................................................................................60
Average age of principal operator (years) ................................................................................. 58.8
All operators by race(2):
American Indian or Alaska Native ...................................................................................................... 2
White ........................................................................................................................................................ 563
More than one race ................................................................................................................................. 3
All operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino Origin(2) ............................................................... 6

See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes,                          
explanations, de� nitions, and methodology.
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item.
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

AGRICULTURE SNAPSHOTAGRICULTURE SNAPSHOT
Hocking County

2012 CENSUS OF
AGRICULTURE
County Pro� le

 2012 2007 % change

Number of Farms ..............................367 ..............................387 .................................. -5%

Land in Farms .....................................38,085 acres .............41,992 acres ................ -9%

Average Size of Farm ......................104 acres ...................109 acres ...................... -9%

Market Value of Products Sold ..$5,303,000 ................$4,339,000 ............... +22%

          Crop Sales ...................................$4,254,000 ................(80 percent)

          Livestock Sales ..........................$1,049,000 ................(20 percent)

          Average Per Farm .....................$14,450......................$11,213 ..................... +29%

Government Payments .................$212,000 ...................$300,000 .....................-29%

Average Per Farm
Receiving Payments .......................$2,290 ........................$3,803 ..........................-22%
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Jim’s Farm Equipment Inc.
2150 Eastern Avenue Gallipolis, OH

(740) 446-9777
www.jimsfarm.com

Jim’s Farm Equipment Inc.
2150 Eastern Avenue

Gallipolis, OH
(740) 446-9777

www.jimsfarm.com
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Jim’s Farm Equipment Inc.
2150 Eastern Avenue

Gallipolis, OH
(740) 446-9777

www.jimsfarm.com

60640598

Scioto FB delegates at 
convention

Members of the Scioto County Farm Bureau served as delegates to the 2017 Ohio Farm Bureau 
annual meeting held in December in Columbus. They participated in the policy sessions that direct 
the organization’s activities for the coming year. From left to right: OFBF State Trustee Wyatt 
Bates – Wheelersburg, Senior Organization Director Kim Harless – Jackson, Christina Armstrong – 
Wheelersburg, Kate Sowards – Lucasville, and Greg Vetter – Wheerlersburg.

Members of the Pike County Farm Bureau served as delegates to the 2017 Ohio Farm Bureau annual 
meeting held in December in Columbus. They participated in the policy sessions that direct the 
organization’s activities for the coming year. From left to right: Mandy Way - Waverly, Steven Brunner 
– Beaver, Tracy Robinson - Waverly, and Kim Harless, Senior Organization Director.

Pike County FB 
delegates at convention

Jackson-Vinton FB 
members at convention

Members of the Jackson-Vinton Farm Bureau served as delegates to the 2017 Ohio Farm Bureau 
annual meeting. They participated in the policy sessions that direct the organization’s activities for 
the coming year. From left to right: Michele Baxter - Jackson, Tami Call - Jackson, and Kim Harless, 
Senior Organization Director.

Jackson-Vinton FB 
$2,500 Reward 
Program pays off

This Farm Bureau member benefit provided a $2,500 reward to a 
person in Jackson County who assisted with the conviction of a 
felony after a theft at Rowdy’s Smokehouse. Pictured from left to 
right: Jackson County Prosecutor Justin Lovett, Senior Organization 
Director Kim Harless, Jackson-Vinton Farm Bureau President Tami 
Call, Rowdy’s Representative Kyle Picard, and Sgt. Scott Conley with 
the Jackson City Police Department.

60716733

Seeing patients the last 
Thursday of each month

French 500 Free Clinic

• Gallia residents 18 years and older 
   without health insurance
• No appointments are necessary and 
   it is first come, first serve
• 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Proudly Supported By:

French 500 Free Clinic located at
256 Pinecrest Drive

off of Jackson Pike in Spring Valley.
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FRENCHTOWN
TRAILER SALES & SUPPLY CO. 

11465 Mangen Rd., P.O. Box 312    Versailles, OH 45380

937-526-4057 • 866-217-7440
Visit our web site for current inventory: 

www.frenchtowntrailer.com
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Did you know?
Our Ag Trading Partners:

Did you know that America’s #2 agriculture export nation is Canada, 
and that our #3 agriculture export nation is Mexico? (Guess who #1 is?)

Here are our top five agriculture export products to each of these coun-
tries, as of 2016, according to Global Agriculture Trade Systems):

Canada - ($20.5 billion annually): 

 1. Prepared foods ($3.6 billion);

 2. Fresh and processed vegetables ($2.4 billion);

 Fresh and processed fruit ($2.4 billion);

 Pork ($793 million);

 Beef ($758 million).

Mexico - ($17.9 billion annually);

 Corn ($2.6 billion);

 Soybeans ($1.5 billion);

 Pork ($1.3 billion);

 Dairy products ($1.2 billion);

 Prepared foods ($1 billion).

By Deborah Daniels
For Rural life Today

PIKE COUNTY — These past few 
weeks of snow, ice and frigid tempera-
tures make me long for summertime and 
all it has to offer. Not just the sunshine 
and warm temperatures, but life seems 
more simple, and it always offers lots of 
time to spend sitting on the front porch.

This past summer I became fully 
aware of why I love porch-sitting and it 
came in the form of a fuzzy rabbit. He, 
the rabbit, later named Roger Rabbit 
thanks to my sister, appeared out of 
nowhere one warm, sunny afternoon. 
With a boldness that took us aback, 
he bounded up onto the porch. Not 
intimidated by the presence of any of us, 
he explored the entire porch, stopping 
every few hops and making the most of 
his whiskers by sniffing everything. 

Trying not to disturb his exploration, 
we gently lifted our feet off the porch so 
as not to disturb or obstruct our curious 
visitor. After hopping all over the porch, 
Roger sat motionless by the willow 
bench and stared, as if in contemplation. 
That first day, he took a nap for nearly 
an hour which led us to wonder where 
he came from and why he was here.

For days after that, our furry visitor 
regularly dropped by, followed by the 
same haphazard way of inspecting the 
porch. On subsequent days, he spent 
hours in restful sleep and we often spec-
ulated about where he would go each 
time he left, and how long he would 
stay the next time he came back. His 
visits became so regular that we came to 
expect them, and often we sat waiting 
for him. He ate our flowers and the let-

tuce we left for him and drank the water. 
Roger was a constant, but when cold 
weather set in, just as suddenly as he 
appeared, he didn’t come anymore and 
we missed him.

Observing the rabbit was a fun activity 
on those lazy summer afternoons. How-
ever, once he was gone we often spent 
time talking about all his antics, espe-
cially the day he bit my mother’s shoe so 
that she would move her feet as he made 
his away across the porch.

Reflecting back on those events that 
happened just five months ago, I’m con-
vinced that everyone who encountered 
Roger had come to care for him just as 
we did.

Roger, our furry visitor

Deborah Daniels 
Roger Rabbit snoozes on the front porch during 
one of his daily visits.

By Steve Boehme
For Rural life Today 

Do you own wooded property? What 
part do your wooded acres play in your 
day-to-day life? Could your woods be 
improved? How do you manage them? 
Did you know that it would benefit 
from active management? During 
the winter season, you have a terrific 
opportunity to look at your wooded 
ground in a whole new way.

For most of us, the ideal woods con-
sist of stately mature trees with open 
space below, so we can easily walk 
through the trees without watching 
our step. Cool and shady in summer, 
perhaps with a babbling brook running 
through it; the sound of squirrels and 
birds echoing all around us.

Mature trees were once young sap-
lings that began life as “volunteers”, 
simply sprouting and growing on their 
own. The weakest softwood species 
tend to be the first “volunteers”, and 
over a long period of time are replaced 
with longer-lived species by a process 
of competition called “climax growth”. 
Climax growth simply means the pro-
gression of the woods from one domi-
nant species to another, by survival of 
the fittest. The growing conditions in 
sunny open fields are good for certain 
trees to sprout from seed. Once the 
ground is shaded, different tree seeds 
sprout, compete for sunshine, water 
and food, and gradually squeeze out 
the weaker trees.

You can speed up this process and 
help the desirable, healthy trees win 
this territorial battle. The first step is 
to make sure you have access into the 
woods, by making trails that are easy 
to maintain. We have a network of 
tractor trails on our property, so that I 
can efficiently maintain access through 
our woods with my bush hog. Trails 
should ideally run along hillsides, not 
up and down hills, to reduce erosion 
damage to the fragile forest floor.

We constantly cull out undesirable 
trees. Foresters call this “crop tree 
selection”. Every woodlot has crooked, 
defective or damaged trees competing 
with the good trees. During the winter 
it’s easy to go through and cut down 
the culls while they’re still young. This 
frees up food, water and sunshine for 
the remaining trees, so they grow fast-
er. Tackling crop tree selection can be 
overwhelming on a large property, but 
you can proceed at the pace of an acre 
per day if you focus. Over time you’ll 
vastly improve your woodland; years 
from now you’ll really see a difference 

in the quality of your timber.
Keep a sharp eye for defects. The 

worst tree defects can be fixed, with-
out climbing, when your trees are still 
young. Trees should only have one 
main trunk (called the “leader”). The 
leader should be straight and true all 
the way to the top. Duplicate leaders, 
or trees with crooked or forked lead-
ers, should be heartlessly cut down. 
Larger side limbs within your reach 
should be cut off, to encourage growth 
higher up. Where less-desirable spe-
cies like ash or catalpa are growing 
right next to hardwood trees like oak, 
maple and hickory, they should be cut 
to the ground.

Except for cedar, we usually leave 
culled trees and limbs right where they 
fall. Mother nature will clean them up 
for you. It’s amazing how fast they rot 
away, becoming food for the remaining 
trees. Cedar trees and tops are a differ-
ent story; we pull them out and burn 
them because otherwise they’ll be in 
our way forever.

Invasives like thorny locust, wild 
grapevines and Japanese honeysuckle 
can choke your woods very quickly if 
you don’t take action. Any time you 
see these in your woods you should 
stop and pull them out, or cut them off 
if they’re too big to pull out. Again, if 
you devote even a half-day each fall or 
winter to dealing with these invaders 
you can make a huge difference over 
time. If you do nothing they will take 
over willy-nilly, a much more challeng-
ing situation.

Winter is the best time to work in 
your woods. Chainsaw work is good 
exercise and keeps you warm. Bare 
trees and snow cover make it easy to 
see tree structure. You can also see 
the lay of the land better, so winter is 
the time to lay out trails. I like to have 
a roll of hot pink flagging tape in my 
pocket; I can flag property lines and 
mark trees I want to save or cut down. 
I always carry my Felco pruner and 
small folding saw when I’m walking in 
the woods, so I can take action right 
then and there when I see problems. 
Like compound interest, every nip and 
cut you make will set your personal 
forest one more step in the right direc-
tion. Then, when it’s too hot to play 
Paul Bunyan, you can cool off with a 
relaxing walk in the woods.

Reach steve Boehme at (937)587-7021 or steve@
goodseedfarm.com

steve Boehme is a landscape designer/installer 
specializing in landscape “makeovers.”

Managing the woods 
on your property

Winter is the best time to work in your woods.                                                                          Goodseed Farm
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com 

MADISON COUNTY—Alpacas have 
drawn a crowd in Madison County. The 
4-H Club of Madison County implement-
ed a project dedicated to the long-necked 
animal—and they are attracting excite-
ment, according to 4-H club leaders.

“We had a crowd (at the 2017 Madison 
County Fair) there from the time it start-
ed until after the show was over,” said 
Judy Gallimore, president of the Madison 
County 4-H Advisory Committee. The 
project was brought in last year as an 
expedition and the project will continue 
this year.

Six 4-H students participated in the 
alpaca project and the key leaders would 
like to see the project grow. Gallimore and 
Julia Smith, volunteers for the Madison 
County Helping Hands Happy Hearts 
club, will serve as the key leaders for the 
alpaca project.

The group gets most of their alpacas 
from Robin Ridenour of A & R Alpaca 
Farm in Pickaway County, which boards 
and sells alpacas. Gallimore says that she 
took a 4-H group to the farm and some of 
the kids asked if they could have this as a 
project.

“And that’s how it started,” said                 
Gallimore.

Why alpacas?
“They’re easy-keepers and they’re prob-

ably one of the easiest projects,” said 
Smith. “You don’t have to groom them. 
They don’t take a bath. Every other ani-
mal, that’s what everyone’s doing the day 
of the show, whether it’s the pig or the 
cow or even the chickens.”

She says that water will actually dam-
age the fleece. When the weather is really 
hot, the alpacas can cool off with water on 
their legs.

Freshman and 4-H student, Cade Smith, 
says that he really likes working with the 
alpacas because they’re friendly and “they 
get to know you and your personality.” 
Cade was the finalist for Best Showman 
with his alpaca last year.

He has worked with poultry, including 
chickens and geese, and he says that “it’s 
not as much of a bond with poultry as it is 
with alpacas. The alpacas can be nice and 
lovey if you get to know them.”

According to the students involved 
in the project, showing alpacas is more 
interactive than with other animals. Olivia 
Rinesmith, junior 4-H student, describes 

leading an alpaca like “walking a lamb, 
but showing cattle.”

Last year the alpacas had to walk, jump 
and even play limbo. The students would 
lead the alpacas underneath a limbo stick.

“When it got so low, because [the alpac-
as’] necks are so long, they had to army 
crawl,” said Rinesmith.

Cade says that it’s easier than walking 
a cow because alpacas weigh a lot less, 
“and it’s not going to hurt as much if they 
step on your feet.” Alpacas grow to weigh 
about 150 pounds and can live to 20 years 
or more.

Rinesmith explained how many people 
talked to them after the show.

“There were people coming to the 
alpaca pen saying ‘no, don’t clean out 
your pen, we want it,’” said Rinesmith. 
Alpaca manure is very high in nitrogen. 
One of the students’ mom used the alpaca 
manure to fertilize her garden.

Choosing your alpaca
The students went to A & R Alpaca 

Farm to choose the alpacas they wanted 
to work with for the year.

“The kids got to know the alpacas and 
the alpacas got to know them and their 
personalities,” said Smith. The students 
also chose to work with all females.

Smith housed the alpacas that the stu-
dents chose at her house. The kids were 
able to go there and spend time with the 
alpacas, which is important for connec-
tion and to help domesticate them.

And for junior Rinesmith her alpaca 
chose her. “You have to find an alpaca 
that clicks with you,” said Rinesmith. “My 
alpaca, Raven — she picked me instead of 
me picking her.”

Rinesmith has been in 4-H for 12 years, 
showing and breeding market lambs. She 
says that working with alpacas is similar 
to working with lambs, explaining that 
she has to develop a connection with both 
and walking them is similar.

Rinesmith explained that her alpaca 
enjoyed taking “selfies” with her.

“It looks like she’s [her alpaca, Raven] 
is smiling in all of the pictures,” said 
Rinesmith. “I think they like to look at 
themselves.”

Kayden Warnock, 5th grade 4-H stu-
dent, made a big jump from working 
with rabbits to alpacas last year. “They 
were fun and very interesting,” said War-
nock. “It was interesting to see how they 
behaved when you walked them.” She 
plans to work with alpacas again this year.

An important aspect is for alpacas to be 

together because an alpaca alone can be 
dangerous.

“The difficult thing is that you have to 
have at least two alpacas together,” said 
Gallimore. “They’re pack animals and if 
they don’t have another alpaca, bad things 
can happen.” Gallimore says that they 
could get depressed and this could even 
lead to an alpaca’s death.

The alpacas don’t need to be in pairs, as 
long as they are around other alpacas.

Shearing Alpacas
Alpacas are raised for fiber and are not 

eaten. They are sheared for their fleece 
once per year.

“You have to have the talent to do the 
shearing,” said Smith. “If something were 
to happen and you did it wrong or cut 
them — the alpacas don’t heal well or 
easily.” She says that their skin is more 
sensitive and they have rolls in places that 
maybe a sheep do not have.

A husband and wife team come from 
Australia and spend about four months 
traveling around the U.S. shearing alpac-
as. Once a year, usually around Mother’s 
Day, they stop by the A & R Alpaca Farm 
to shear for a weekend.

About the project
Every year, the Best Showman award 

includes a junior, intermediate and senior 
finalist. Last year Kayden Warnock 
(junior), Cade Smith (intermediate) and 

Olivia Rinesmith (senior) were the three 
finalists.

The kids will start spending time with 
the alpacas on the farm in the spring. 
Some students will have to choose a 
new alpaca if the one they used last year 
is pregnant. At this time, they will also 
decide whether they will work with males 
or females.

Next year, Gallimore plans to increase 
implementation of classes.

“Probably not this year, but next year I 
would like to add a dress up class,” said 
Gallimore. “That would just be a fun con-
test.” This class would entail dressing up 
the alpacas in costumes.

“It was a good learning experience for 
all of us,” said Rinesmith.

For more information about the 4-H 
Club of Madison County visit: www.madi-
son.osu.edu

Contributed photosThe alpaca project 4-H members at the 2017 Madison County Fair.

4-H group starts alpaca project in Madison County

Amanda Rockhold | Rural life Today 
Joining together to discuss the alpaca project, starting left: Julia Smith, Cade Smith, Kayden Warnock, 
Olivia Rinesmith and Judy Gallimore.

                 Amanda Rockhold | Rural life Today
4-H student Olivia Rinesmith and her smiling 
alpaca.                  
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but generally large close-crotched trees 
should be removed.

Winter is the best time to prune most 
trees. Once the sap rises and the buds 
start to swell, you could cause “bleed-
ing” by cutting your shrubs and trees. 
Get it done now, while it’s easy to see 
the branches and spot where the prob-

lems are.
Pruning is done in three steps: First, 

remove all dead or diseased wood. You 
can tell this even in winter because 
healthy branches have a vitality that’s 
easy to spot, and dead or diseased 
limbs really stand out. Second, fix 
defects. Take out limbs that are rub-
bing or interfering with each other, 
cut off the lower limbs if they interfere 
with walking underneath, and get rid 
of crotches. Last, you need to cut off 
water sprouts or suckers (the long 

straight shoots that stick up or grow 
from the lower trunk). These should be 
cut cleanly right at the base or they’ll 
sprout two or three more.

A stitch in time saves nine, and 
timely pruning prevents dangerous tree 
problems by encouraging trees to grow 
straight, strong and healthy.

Reach steve Boehme at (937)-587-7021 or steve@
goodseedfarm.com

steve Boehme is a landscape designer/installer 
specializing in landscape “makeovers.”

By Gary Brock
gbrock@aimmediamidwest.com

CIRCLEVILLE — Fair-
field County farmer David 
Steele had not attended an 
annual Agriculture Outlook 
meeting for Ohio farmers 
in several years.

The Amanda Twp. resi-
dent was prepared to hear 
speakers at the Ohio State 
Extension-sponsored event 
give him bad news about 
what they can expect this 
year — maybe.

The nearly 100 farm-
ers attending the event in 
Circleville Jan. 22 did hear 
some news from agricul-
ture “heavy hitters” for 
Ohio agriculture, Dr. Ian 
Sheldon, Barry Ward and 
Matt Roberts.

The bottom line for this 
year?

• Land rental prices will 
be about the same, and 
should drop in a few years;

• Land values will drop 
slightly;

• Interest rates will 
increase;

• Both corn and soybean 
yields will increase again 
this year, which has hap-
pened for the last several 
straight years;

• Soybean planting will 
exceed corn acreage again 
across the nation and Ohio.

Steele’s experience in 
2017 and his aspirations 
for this year are typical of 
most farmers at the meet-
ing.

What kind of year is 
Steele expecting for 2018? 
“We are always optimistic 
that this year will be better 
than the last. We have to be 
if you are a farmer,” he said 
before the meeting’s start. 
How was 2017? “It was 
tight for us. It seemed like 
we were behind the eight-
ball all year for a variety of 
reasons.” He said last year 
they lost their wheat crop 
because of weather issues. 

The Steele family farms 
about 850 acres, growing 
corn, soybeans, wheat and 
they have some livestock. 
In 2018, Steele said they 
will farm about 15 percent 
wheat and corn, and soy-
beans about a 50-50 split.

For them, corn yield 
averaged about 170 bushels 
an acre for corn and 60 
bushels an acre for soy-
beans. “Where it was good, 

it was really good, and 
where it was bad it 

was zero. There were 
spots in the fields with 
nothing,” Steele lamented.

What kind of prices 
is Steele looking for in 
soybeans and corn? “It all 
depends on what China 
is going to do, right?” he 
said.

And throughout the 
meeting, China and its 
future impact on Ohio 
farmers was at the heart of 
the discussion.

Matt Roberts, formerly 
of The Ohio Sate Universi-
ty and now a private grain 
specialist with Kernmantle 
Group, has good news 
about yields but concerns 
about growth in the grain 
market.

He talked about the 
rise of global wealth and 
the drop in global poverty 
having a major impact on 
agriculture and farming. 
“Everything in ag is driven 
by the increase in wealth 
both here and globally,” he 
said.

“Right now in agricul-
ture it is a crazy time. 
There is a lot of uncertain-
ty,” he added.

“The problem with corn 
is that you guys are too 
good at growing it. We 
are growing corn yield at 
1.75 bushels per acre per 
year. But we are grow-
ing demand at 1.2 billion 
bushels per year. That’s an 
extra half bushel per year 
year after year. In the last 
couple of years that is 50 
million bushels a year that 
doesn’t have a home,” he 
pointed out.

He added that Ohio has 
had large corn harvests 
within the last couple of 
years. “That is where this 
overhang is coming from 
- four good years of produc-
tion. Since the 1960s we 
have had a few three-year 
runs, but we haven’t had 
four in a row. We will see 
where 2018 shows up.”

Roberts said corn yields 
continue to rise. “We have 
exceeded trendline yields 
in corn for four years in a 
row. Is this accelerating or 
not? Maybe.”

He said there is an 
increase in corn feed and 
ethanol use continues to 
grow. “That is surprising 
to most economists. We 

are growing 25-30 million 
bushels a year in ethanol. 
The Marion plant has 
announced it is going to 
double its size, and the 
Greenfield plant opened 
last year.”

He had news on the eth-
anol front.  “There is also 
buzz about China want-
ing to achieve an E-10 air 
quality level, so there may 
be ethanol demand there. 
They have to procure the 
corn from somewhere. 
They don’t have corn pro-
duction there to meet this 
demand along with their 
livestock feed needs,” he 
said, adding that this may 
create a new corn market 
for American farmers in 
China to go along with the 
huge soybean sales there.

“We know that world 
grain stocks (inventory) 
are high. We are going to 
hold levels of inventory in 
corn like never before, but 
we will also have levels of 
demand like never before. 
Inventory of 2.5 billion 
bushels carryout is huge, 
but we are seeing levels 
of consumption like never 
before.”

Roberts pointed out that 
half of our corn stocks are 
in China, “and we have 
no idea what the quality 
of that stock is. This adds 
tremendous uncertainty 
in the markets when we 
have three-four-five billion 
bushels sitting in China. 
At least some of it is very 
poor quality, so it leads to 
uncertainty.”

He said he expects corn 
exports will drop in 2018, 
predicting it will be 1.9 bil-
lion bushels instead of the 
2.3 billion bushels in 2016. 
“That’s not unprecedented. 
About a 14 percent decline. 
Part of this is competition.  
A good harvest in Brazil.”

“We are entering prob-
ably 5-7 years of corn plant-
ing decline. There’s just not 
the growth here. There is 
fundamental global growth 
in soybeans that we don’t 
have in corn, so I expect to 
see a decline in planting,” 

he predicted.
“I am just talking about 

flipping the role of corn 
and soybeans to the way 
they were in 2010-11-12 
over the next five years. 
This is 95 million acres of 
beans and 85 million acres 
of corn,” said Roberts.

Regarding soybeans, 
Roberts said, “We have had 
four years of above trend-
line increases in yields. We 
did not have quite as big a 
jump over last year than we 
did in corn.”

And the big question of 
soybean exports? “We are 
USDA forecasting lower 
exports of soybeans in 
2017-18 than in 2016-17. 
It is not because China 
is importing less. We are 
going to export less but the 
Chinese import will grow. 
There is going to be more 
origination from South 
America growth than 
here,” he said.

He said history has 
shown that China is a very 
savvy buyer. “I think what 
we will see going into 
summer is some of these 
contract origins flip from 
South America to the U.S. 
With all the trade rhetoric 
out there, would you want 
contracts now for summer 
delivery from the U.S. or 
China? Sadly, South Amer-
ica might be a more stable 
option now with concern 
over tariffs and a trade 
war,” he cautioned.

“As we go into summer 
I think these origins will 
flip. In the future, I don’t 
think going South America 
is going to be able to keep 
up economically with the 
demand. But right now I 
think our trade rhetoric is 
hurting us.”

Roberts said there is 
no good news for wheat. 
“There is so much compe-
tition for wheat globally. 
Interestingly, in Ohio we 
saw a 70,000 acre increase 
last fall in wheat crops. 
It is now becoming this 
money-optional cover crop. 
I’ve yet to find a farmer 
who has told me they have 

increased acreage in wheat 
as a crop, but they are 
using as cover crop,” he 
said.

What is the big story 
about wheat? “Gluten-free. 
The other is Adkins; high-
protein diets. Not only are 
there two stories but both 
are bad. Wheat is being 
blamed for everything bad 
in the world,” said Roberts.

“We are a few years away 
from normalizing our crop 
market. We may normalize 
more quickly if we have a 
short crop,” said Roberts. 
“We have a lot more bush-
els — demand has to catch 
up. That’s what we are 
waiting for.”

He had good news about 
the future.

“The opportunity to 
be non-traditional, espe-
cially for young beginning 
farmers, has never been 
greater,” Roberts said.

“I am bullish on agricul-
ture. The next couple years 
stay hard, the good news 
is for those who take their 
time to manage and plan, 
it is good to set yourself up 
for profits in the future.”

Barry Ward, program 
leader in production man-
agement at Ohio State 
Extension also had some 
good news for the farmers 
at the Circleville meeting, 
but he warned that farmers 
will not be getting their 
ARC insurance payments 
this October if the 2018 
farm Bill legislation stays 
as presently proposed.

What farm costs for 
2018 will be up or down 
according to Ward? Energy 
prices will be moderately 
higher this year, while fer-
tilizer will be flat to mod-
estly higher. But he added 
that quantity may be a 

concern with new weed 
problems — so costs may 
be higher, seeds probably 
modestly higher for most, 
softer secondary machin-
ery market.

He said if corn prices are 
about $3.65 a bushel and 
yield about 199 bushels an 
acre, the profit numbers 
look better, and even better 
with yield over 200 bushels 
an acre.

“Land rentals will remain 
about the same, but may 
drop in a few years,” said 
Ward. “There have been 
very decent yields, so I 
don’t see much change now 
in the rents. Nationally 
they went up about one 
percent.”

In comparing corn and 
soybean profit potential for 
2018, “It [comparisons] is 
arguing for more soybean 
acres right now,” he said. 
“We will find out in March 
how many people will be 
making these changes.  
It is not that simple. We 
will see finally the effect 
of lower property values 
and taxes, and then lower 
rental rates.”

Ohio farmers hear yield will jump again, but will prices?
Forecast for 2018: Mixed bag for ag

Photos by Gary Brock | Rural life Today 
Agriculture economist Matt Roberts points to the rising corn yield 
in America.

TO SEE VIDEO OF THE AGRICuLTuRE 
MEETING, GO TO WWW.RuRALLIFETODAy.
COM AND CLICK ON THIS ARTICLE ON 
THE HOMEPAGE, THEN SCROLL DOWN TO 
SEE THE VIDEO.

OSu agriculture grain specialist 
Barry Ward expects farmland 
rentals to remain essentially flat 
in 2018, but may begin to fall 
after that.

From page 5

Boehme
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